PEARLS OF THE ORIENT

PICTURE OF A FILIPINO GIRL

This picture of one of the attractive country-
women was painted by a  talented Filipino
artist,  F.  Amorsolo,  who  has  exhibited  in
Madrid, Paris and New York.

many miles of trails, which can be fol-
lowed only on foot or on horseback.

In all movements toward either material
or cultural development, the Filipinos
have played important parts. Today only
a few Americans remain among the civil
service employees. Filipino teachers de-
votedly instruct boys and girls, Filipino
engineers build roads and bridges, Fili-
pino administrators and legislators actu-
ally govern the country.

Under American rule a great measure
of self-government was allowed to the
Filipinos. In 1935 the Philippine Com-
monwealth was created. The ordinance
governing the relations between the
United States and the Commonwealth
was to lapse in 1946 when the Common-
wealth would automatically take over full
sovereignty and become the Republic of
the Philippines. Japan's occupation of the
islands during World War II required a
rehabilitation program before the procla-
mation of independence.

The Walled City is the old Spanish
residence and government district.   Much

of the old wall still stands. For-
merly the walls were surrounded by a
picturesque but ill-smelling moat, which
has yielded to progress and is now the
municipal golf course. Narrow streets
lined with churches, government courts
and administrative buildings, and houses
with overhanging upper stories character-
ize the Walled City. Outwardly unat-
tractive the houses often have charming
gardens in interior courts.

Besides the churches, the visitor in Ma-
nila will visit the Yangco market to see
products of Filipino handicraft; Bilibid
Prison to see retreat; the canals, or este-
ros, which make Manila a Venice; to see
the boats which are the homes of many;
the Escolta to shop; the Ayuntamiento to
view the medallions of the Spanish gov-
ernors and the exhibit of Chinese wares
taken from graves dating back to the
twelfth century; a cigar factory where are
made cigars that many prefer to Havanas.

Near Manila is Fort McKinley once
a very large post of the United States
Army, the ruins of the Guadalupe Con-
vent, and the bamboo organ at Las Pirias
made by Father Diego Cera more than a
hundred years ago. Its seven hundred
pipes are all made of bamboo, and it is
still playable. Thousands of pilgrims
yearly visit Antipolo to view the famous
Virgin of Antipolo.

Street life in Manila is cosmopolitan.
Europeans of almost all countries, Chi-
nese and Japanese, Sikhs, Hindus, East
Indians, Singalese, Turks, Arabians, and
Christian, Mohammedan and other Fili-
pinos tread its streets.

Baguio is a gem of a city set upon the
hills five thousand feet above and one
hundred seventy-five miles north of Ma-
nila. Cool climate, wonderful roads and
trails, beautiful scenery, the scent of the
pines, the glory of the sunset, the pictur-
esqueness of the people, attract each year
thousands of visitors from the lowlands
and from most of the countries of the Far
East. In an air that is as clear as the
sky above is blue, people find delight in
walking, riding and playing gol'f and ten-
nis. Baguio is the playland of the Philip-
pines, and the players are especially
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